Confirmation Orientation
Confirmation Class
2006-2007

| hopeandpraythatthis classwill be beneficialto all involved. Thiswill happermostreadily with andgreatly
dependsiponsupportandenthusiasnirom parentsandfamily. | will appreciateany commentssuggestionsor
criticisms. | can be reachedat 922-2364anytime (It rings at home, too.) or e-mail any commentsto
pastor@stpaulsicms.com.

Goals

This coursels designedo teachthe studentsaboutwho Jesuss, whatHe hasdoneandstill doesfor them,and
how we canrespondpoththroughserviceandwitness.For the studentstherefore the purposés to learnmore
abouttheir Godandhow he relatesto themindividually. This will be accomplishedhroughclassparticipation,
homestudy (with parentalparticipation),serviceprojects,andmemorizationof selectportionsof GodO%Vord

and the Catechism.

Materials

Holy Bible, New International Version

LutherOs Small Catechism (Provided)

Loose-leaf paper, Pocket Folder, pen (Na ink), and sharpened pencils with erasers

Assignments

Family  Skits .
Eachweek,on arotatingschedulepneof the studentswill be assigneda skit basedon the dayO#esson.These
areshort(1b2pages)andwhile they neednot be memorizedthey shouldbe practicedin advancethe scriptis
includedin the packet).Most skits havetwo characterfsomehave3), so the studentwill needa parentor
guardianto help him/herperform.l encouragesponsorswhereavailable,to take partin this activity aswell.
Parentsaareencouragedo help the studentmakethe connectionbetweenthe skit andthe dayOsesson.Let me
know if scheduling conflicts prevent parents or sponsors from participating.

Service Outlines

As weeklyworshipis animportantelementin thelife of a Christian,each week, studentswill be expectedo be
presenin worshipandto fill outatotal of 23 ServiceOutlines,availablein the churchnarthex.This shouldbe
discusseavith the family following the service.Studentswill alsobe requiredto turnin at least oneoutline
from Wednesday.entenservicesaswell asChristmagEve or Day), andSundaySchoolattendancés expected
aswell. In theeventof anabsencdvacationetc.),the studentmayturn in the bulletin from the churchvisited
andaserviceoutline (Putsomein your glove compartmensoyou donOtorget!) (Contactme for alist of LCMS
churchesin the areavisited). A missedSundayshould have a note from parentswith a valid reasonas a
replacementl heartily encouragattendancat all seasonaservicesand| encouragearentso setanexample
for their childrento follow. Theparentsasa groupwill determinetheappropriatealternativeto missedSundays,
including SundaySchool.If transportatioror otherfactorsinhibit Sundayor seasonahttendancepleaseseeme
individually.

Acolytes

Studentswill assistin the worship of the congregatiorby servingas acolytes.This involves arriving early
enoughto robeandbereadyto light the candlesat the beginningof the Prelude thenbeingseatedn the front
row during the service(The entire congregatioris watchingyou, so behave!),and extinguishingthe candles
duringthe closinghymn.Let meknow if a scheduleconflict exists,andif you can’t make it on any given day,
you have the responsibility to find a replacement. Any changesn the Acolyte schedulewill be givento the
studentsandthe latestupdatewill alwaysbe availableat the website<http://www.stpaulslcms.com>The
parents as a group will determine the appropriate alternative to missed acolyte days.
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Memory  Work

Studentswill be assignedveekly portionsof GodO#Vord or the catechismMisseddayswill requirethatthe
memorywork be madeup. 10 minutesper day studyingthe passagewill usually be sufficientto havethe
passag@erfectlyby the following week. Parents or sponsors are expected to discuss the meanings and context

of the passages with the students as part of their study, and students will be responsible for comprehension of
the passages, not just knowing the words. ComprehensiofExerciseshavequestiongestingcomprehensioof
the memorywork. Studentanay recitethe passageduring SundaySchoolor to myselfanytime.Studentsnay
work aheadf theychoose(Studentamaywantto do a coupleshorterpassagesneweekandspenda couple
weeksworking on the longerones.)Thosewith extremedifficulties with memorizationmay opt to write (by
handNno typing) any given passage twenty times in lieu of memorizing. Use blue or black ink only, please

Comprehension Exercises

Studentswill handin a comprehensioexercisefor eachweek.Exercisesareavailablenow for the entireyear,
andif the studentosesoneor more,they canbe found at the churchwebsitein Adobe Acrobat(PDF)format.
Studentswithout Internetaccessanspeakio mefor replacementopiesif neededExercisesvith errorswill be
handedbackto the studentfor correctionsuntil completedwith 100% accuracy.l am alwaysavailablefor
coachingandl encourage parents & sponsors to help students with these exercises (without actuallygiving
themthe answers!).These are intended to involve parents. Note alsothat CEOsnay be worked on during
classand SundaySchool,andwhile manyof theanswerswill be gainedfrom classdiscussionstudentshould
do asmuchaspossiblebeforeclassin orderto Oknowwhich blanksthey needfilled in.OStudentsmay also
work togetherto completethese thusbuilding eachotherup andteachingeachother.If studentdavedifficulty

completingthese they havetwo alternativeoptions.l will allow themto give verbalanswergo the questionsf

writing themis too difficult. If they wish to foregothe 100% accuracyrule, they may insteadgive a public
witnessthroughpublic examinationwhich will be in front of family, elders,and any other memberof the
congregation who would like to attend.

Christmas Test . )

Each studentwill be requiredto completethe open-bookOChristmad estOwith 100% accuracybefore
Christmas.Parentsare encouragedo assistthe child in locatingthe answersThis is a family activity! Any

errorswill requirecorrection,so pleaseturn in the quiz well beforeChristmasto allow for correctiontime. |

recommendearly October,since most studentswill requireat least two corrections.Studentsmay useany
resourceso determinethe answersput the bestsourcewill be their Bibles. Thosewho do not have100% by
Christmaswill alsoberequiredto completea similar EasterTest, sodonOputit offl Copiesof thetestarealso
available at www.stpaulslcms.com. This test is intended to be a family activity.

Service Projects
Studentsareexpectedo performone (Becret ServiceOeachmonthfor their church,school,or communityfor a
total of seven.Parentawill signa sheetverifying the service.Studentamay work togetheron Secret Services.

All Secret Service forms mustbe completedandturnedin threeweeksbeforeEaster Note: Studentsmay bring
friendsto Church,SundaySchool the Lock-In, andConfirmationClass.Eachpersornthe child bringsto any of

themmay be countedasa Secret Service. (One per guest,so you canOjust keepcountingthe sameperson,
although students are encouraged to bring friends to any of the above as often as theyOd like.)

OAFC Weekend

Studentsarerequired,asavailable,to attendar least one weekendretreatwith the OngoingAmbassadors$or
Christ (OAFC) beforeconfirmation.Talk to PastorDale to makearrangementg you havenOyet attendedne.
Additional weekendsnay be countedasSecretServicesAn OAFC schedulas availableon the churchwebsite
or www.oafc.org.

Confirmation Retreat at Camp lo-Dis-E-Ca

Studentswill attenda ConfirmationRetreatat Camplo-Dis-E-Cawith PastorDale andanotheradultchaperone.
The costof the FridaybSaturdayetreatis $30. If this costis prohibitive, pleaselet me know. The datesare
September 24-25.
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All assignmentmustbe completedandcorrectedo 100%accuracybeforeconfirmation.St. PaulOgldershave
agreedhatthosewho havenot completedall assignmentbeforeconfirmationwill be confirmedat a later date
onceall work is completed Pastoris availableanytimeto answerguestionspffer privatetutoring, or any other
meansnecessaryo accomplishour goal within the allottedtime. If a studenthasa learningdisability or has
difficulty with one or more assignments, please see Pastor privately.

Class Schedule

Starting time: 7:00 p.m.

Opening Worship

Family Skit

Memory Work

Discussion of Lesson

Student Prayer (Led by student with skit)
Dismissal: 8:00 (Lent & Advent: 6:30D7:15)

Reports to Parents

Progress reports will be sent home 3 times throughout the year and as needed.

**% [ can’t stress enough the importance of parental involvement in the spiritual lives of children. Studies show
that the single greatest influence in the spiritual practice of young adults is the previous practice of their
parents. I encourage daily time set aside for devotion, meditation on God’s Word, and prayer, as well as
regular worship attendance. For information on how to implement these, contact me.***

Thank-you for your participation in this program. We look forward to helping you fulfill Jesus’ command in
“teaching them everything I have commanded you.”
— Pastor Dale & St. Paul’s Elders

Tentative Schedule

(Thisis 100% Tentativeand99%likely to changeputit should be accuratdor at leastthefirst weekor two.
Memorizationis eithera Bible passag®er a sectionof the Small CatechismFor the Catechisnsectionsthe part
in the box (like this jaragraph)is to be memorizedputthe Q & A whichfollows (aswell aswhatOsemorized)
should be discussed with parents so the student understands its meaning.

Date Subject Memorize 12/13  6th Commandment 79
9/6 Law & Gospel Romans 3:23-24 12/22 Christmas Party: Christmas Test Due!

9/13  Luther & the Reformation Ephesians 2:8-9 12/29 Christmas Break: No Class
9/20  Apostles’ Creed-Creator 105 1/3 7th Commandment 83

9/21  Apostles' Creed-Creation Genesis 1:1-2 110 8th Commandment 85

10/4  Apostles’ Creed-Jesus Who? 115-116 117 9th & 10th Commandments 87&89

10/tt Apostles' Creed-More/Jesus |saiah 53:5 124  Evangelism & Stewardship Matthew 28:18-20
10/18  Trinity & Holy Spirit 144 TBA (Lock-In)  The Life Everlasting Job 19:25-27
10/25  The Church Ephesians 2:20 131 Worship & Liturgy Acts 2:42

- 1st Commandment 55 2/1  Baptism 1Corinthians 1:28
1/8  2nd Commandment 60 2/14  Lord's Supper 1Tim 4:8

1115 3rd Commandment 66 *Class Time Switch: 6:30 (If transportation is a problem, let me know!)
/22 Thanksgiving: No Class Get caught up! 2/21-3/28 Make-up days

/29  4th Commandment 72 41 Confirmation

12/6  5th Commandment 75
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Explaining the Comprehension Exercises

EachComprehensiofExerciseis designedoth to determinethe studentOsnowledgeof the material,but also
to putthatknowledgeinto practicein everydaylife. If the studentcan repeaibackvarlousteachmgsbut hasno
understandingpow it appliesto him or her,thetrainingis all but uselessComprehensioixerciseshavebeen
designedvith thisin mind. Also notethatthe studentswill be unableto completeeveryquestionndependently.
Sincecatechesiss ultimately the fatherOsesponsibility,aswell asthe motherOandsponsors@york together
with your child to completethese Discussthem,andif 'you getstumpedasa family, donObe afraidto say, Ol
donOknow. LetOsall Pastor.Gdeally, the entlrefamlly will learnfrom this experienceandgrow not only in

their relationship with God, but with each other.

L Cram the Memorization into your brain
Most of thetime, you donOtarry your Bible with you, sowhena spiritual questionarises andthesequestions
often needlmmedlateanswersyou needto be readyto answerthem.By memorizingselectportionsof the
Bible andthe catechism(a summaryof teachingfrom the Bible), you will be readyto answerthesequestions
and develop a greater understanding of GodOs role in your life, or, rather, your role in GodOs eternal plar

I1. Did you do a Secret Service yet this month? If not, plan one now!
(This is simply a reminder.)

III.  Defining Terms
The “Defining Terms” section aims to resolve the problem of, “What’s the point of memorizing when
you don’t know what it means?”” Students may use a dictionary or whatever resources they wish, but if
a dictionary is used, the definition chosen must be the one appropriate for the context.

IV.  Unsheathe Your Sword!
“Unsheathe your sword” gives the student first-hand experience in actually reading the Bible. It is
practice in finding selections in the Bible, as well as seeing how these teachings can be found in God’s
Word.

V. Getting the details
“Getting the Details” is the main content of the lesson. They summarize the lesson and allow the
student to demonstrate understanding of the material.

VI. Tyingitin
The “Tying it in” section is the “practical application” section. These two questions help the student see
that these teachings are important to daily life.

1. Compare (X) & (Y).
The first part helps the student understand God’s Word as a bunch of connected teachings, not just a

list of unrelated subjects. If a person understands how the teachings relate to each other, he or she can
easily spot false teachings that don’t agree with the teachings of the Scriptures.

2. How is this wrong teaching dangerous to the soul?

The second part teaches them to stand up for their faith against many of the wrong teachings out there
as well as to understand the importance of holding to the truth. They will be constantly assaulted with
lies told them by cults, society, and the media, and they will need to know not only how to counter
these lies, but also to respond with the truth.

VII. What’s the Point?
The last section, “What’s the Point?” intends to give them experience sharing their faith with others,
especially their friends, which is the most important skill they could ever learn.



